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•ettpatn^TTorn- 

without wishing to go buck to an ancient phoneme c 
{see H. Fleisch, Train philol. ar., i, § 7 j-k). 

Bibliography, in the text; in addition: 
chapters 477-82 of Sibawayhi (Paris, ii, 279-94- 
Cairo, ii, Z 59 -S 1 ) a re essential; the case of r is dealt 
with in chapters 481-2. Arab grammarians 
reworked the data; see: the “six causes” of Ibn 
al-Sarradj, Miizadf, Beirut 1385/1965, 139-40; 

Beerses S99-913 of the Alfiyya of Ibn Malik (Shark 
of Ibn c Akil, ii, 407-13, 6th ed. by Muljyi al-Din 
‘Abd al-l.iamid); §§ 626-39 of the Mufassal of 
Zamakhshari (2nd ed. J. P. Broch) (Shark of Ibn 
Ya'ish, 1252-68, ed. G. Jahn); Radi al-Din al- 
Astarabadhi, Shark al-Shdfiya, iii, Cairo 1358/1939, 
4-30. On the Arab grammarians: M. T. Grunert| 
J)ic I India, ilcr Umlaut im Arabischen (in SB Ah. 
Wien, phil.-hist. Cl., lxxxi, 447-542); J. Cantineau, 
Cours dc phon£tique arabe (reissued. Memorial J. C., 

B Paris i960) deals (96-100) with the imdla in 
Classical Arabic and the situation in the modern 
dialects, and gives the modern bibliography (97). 

(H. Fleisch) 

IMAM [see imama, masdjid]. 

(IMAM A‘ZAM [see khalifa], 

<,/ al-IMAM al-A'ZAM [see abu hanifa]. 

Bj IMAM ai-HARAMAYN [see al-djuwavnU. 
IMAM al-HUDA [see abu ’l-layth al-samar- 

JfANDl]. 

IMAM- BARA, literally “enclosure of the Imams”, 
is a term used in India for the buildings where the 
Shl'is assemble during Mubarram and recite elegies 
on the martyrdom of Hasan and Husayn and in which 
the ta c ziyas [i q.v.\ are stored. The Imam-bard is an 
Indian institution, whose beginnings may be traced 
to the 18 til century, when man)' of the Shi c i insti¬ 
tutions and practices took their ritualistic form. 
Safdar Diang (1708-54) constructed a building in 
)elhi for the purpose of the Muharrarn rituals; it 
ras not known as Imam-bdra, but may well be con¬ 
sidered its forerunner. An almost similar building 
'constructed by his grandson Asaf al-Dawla in Luck- 
inow, however, became known as “Imam-bara-i Asa- 
jfi”. After that it became a practice with the Nawwabs 
of Awadh to build Imam-bards, which came to be 
used also as the final resting-places of the heads 
of the families to which they belonged. The Imam- 
bard of Husaynabad built by Muhammad c Ali Shah 
(1837-47) shows the influence of European archi¬ 
tecture. According to DjaMar Sharif, the c Ashur- 
khana of Southern India is replaced in the north by 
the Imam-bard. 

Bibliography: W. Knighton, The private life 
of an Eastern king together with Elihu s story, 
Oxford 1921, 90 f.; G. A. Herklots, Islam in India, 
Eng. tr. of Dja'far Sharif’s Kdnun-i Islam, Oxford 
1921, 146; J. Fergusson, History of Indian and 
eastern architecture, London 1891, 605; Mrs. Meer 
Hassan Ali, Observations ontthe Mussulmauns of 
India, i, London 1832, 32-9; H. G. Keene, Handboo 
of Lucknow, Calcutta 1875, 102-3; J, H - T - Walsh, 
History of the Murshidabad District, London 1902, 
„ 1 K. A. Nizami) 
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IMAM 


IMAM SHAH. Imam al-Din ~Ahu wK.iii.i d - 
Hasan (b. S 56 / 1452 ; d. 919 I 1 S 13 ), was a saint (Ptr) 
Of an Isma'lli sect known as Imamshahis, and better 
known as sat-panthis (followers of truth). Sat pant t 
(the true path) was a term applied originally to 
Eastern Isma c ilism in India. Later the sat-pan us 
denied all connection, with the Khodjas, althoug 
there is a great similarity injtheir doctrines His tomb 
at Pirana (near Ahmadabad, Gujarat), ^ ere mam 
ShSh lived and taught. It is greatly venerated by his 


followers, who are also to be found in Madhya 
Pradesh, near Burhanpur, where a sizeable com¬ 
munity still exists. Their doctrines and ritual are 
mostly Hindu; they believe in. karma (incarnation) 
and although they confess to faith in the Kiir^n, 
they hold that their Imam is the tenth incarnation 
of the Hindu God, Vishnu. c Ali was the first of the 
Imams and the possessor of the Divine Light. The 
Kur^n was in 40 paras (parts), of which only 30 are 
preserved. The true interpretation (fa’rrTl) of the 
faith is called alankdr. The Imamshahis are generally 
^^geta^K^^^^^^^^^^devotional poetrj r , known as 
gnans, which there are several collections, is 
beautiful and touching, and full}* deserves study and 
publication. The gndns are greatly revered by the 
sectarians, who pa y g reater revere nce t^ them than 
to the lyur’an. The best account of the sect is by 
W. Ivanow, The Sect of Imam Shah in Gujarat, in 
JBBRAS, xii (1936), 19-70. 


Misra,| Muslim commu¬ 
nities in Gujarat , Bombay 1964, 5-1 index; 

Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, iv, 28/^90; 
ix, (Part ii), 76-7; R E. Enthoven, Tribes and 
castes of Bombay, 3 vols., Bombay, 1920. 

(A. A. A. Fyzee) 

. __ i 
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IMAMA, the imamate in the meahifijf of “supreme 1 

leadership” of the Muslim community after the 
death of the Prophet. The present article will deal 
with the theological and judicial theory. For the 
ins titutional development see kh ilafa. 

Early development. The establishment of Abu. 
Baler after the death of Muhammad as Khalifat 
Rasul Allah , “Vicar of the Messenger of God”, 
af fir mp.d the continued unity of the Muslim com¬ 
munity under a single leader. It favoured a prefer¬ 
ential right to the imamate for the early Meccan, 
Kurayshite Companions of the Prophet and implic¬ 
itly denied any right on the basis of blood relation¬ 
ship with him. Although these principles did not 
remain unchallenged from the beginning, broad 
theoretical discussion of the imamate was opened by 
the crisis of the caliphate beginning with the rebellion 
against c Uthman. At the end of the civil war, which 
left Mu c awiya as de facto ruler, the community 
remained deeply divided in its beliefs concerning 
the rightful imamate. The upholders of C U thin an as 
a just caliph, commonly known as the c Uthmaniyya, 
repudiated the revolt and the caliphate of c Ali 
resulting from it. The c Uthmaniyya comprised 
besides the partisans of Mu c awiya the upholders of 
the principles of the early caliphate, i.e., in particular 
the right of the families of the non-Hashimite early 
Companions of the Prophet, now mostly living in 
Medina. Although criticism of c Uthman had been 
wide-spread among the latter during his caliphate, 
they had not looked with favour upon the succession 
of c Ali, and accepted the verdict of the arbitrators 
appointed at Siffin that c Uthman had been killed 
unjustly. They did not favour Mucawiya, since he 
did not belong to the early Companions, but accepted 
him for the sake of unity. The partisans of c aV 1 I, 
commonly called his shi^a, upheld the justice of the 
revolt against c Uthman, who in their view had lost 
his title to the caliphate by his unjust acts. As 
against the claim of Mu c awiya to the caliphate as 
the avenger of the murdered c Uthman, they looked 
for leadership from the clan of Muhammad, especially 
among the sons of c Ali, in order to re-establish the 
rightful imamate. Their support of the claims of 
the family of the Prophet (ahl al-bayt [. q.v .]) to the 
imamate did not imply a repudiation of the first 
two caliphs Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. | 
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